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Abstract
The lack of attention to the governance model of technological transition in developing countries
is the main problem of technological development in these countries. The purpose of this article is
to answer the question that "what is the lock-in in the process of renewable energy transition in
Iran from the perspective of power relations and conflicts between actors?". To answer this
question, a socio-political framework for the analysis of the transition was extracted by examining
the theoretical foundations of power, technological transition and multi-actor perspective. Then,
by conducting interviews with experts based on questions arising from theoretical foundations, the
process of transition towards renewable energies has been extracted and the lock-in of this
transition in Iran have been explained.
The results show that different sources of power have been allocated to the market sector during
different periods, and the government by strengthening the renewable energy market sector and
providing financial resources has been able to help this sector in the development of renewable
energy, but these activities is not sufficient for this technological transition. By analyzing the
existing conflicts between the actors of renewable energy and fossil fuels regime, it has been
determined that despite the policies of market formation and strengthening of the market sector of
renewables, there are still conflicts between the players of the market sector in the regime of fossil
and renewable energies. These conflicts have been intensified due to the economic challenges
caused by Iran's international relations (pressure on the landscape level) and the restrictive
structures of renewables (subsidized gas prices).
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