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Abstract
This study aimed to develop a model of students’ entrepreneurial resilience within the university
innovation ecosystem. The research adopted a qualitative approach using a case study design. The
participants were physical education students at Farhangian University who had experience in, or
an interest in, entrepreneurial and innovative activities. Purposive sampling combined with
snowball sampling was employed, and theoretical saturation was reached after 15 semi-structured
interviews. To ensure the trustworthiness of the findings, member checking, expert validation, and
inter-coder agreement were applied. Moreover, the reliability indices were found to be acceptable,
including Holsti’s coefficient (0.85), Scott’s pi (0.83), Cohen’s kappa (0.80), and Krippendorftf’s
alpha (0.83). Data analysis was conducted based on Strauss and Corbin’s paradigmatic model and
the constant comparative method across three stages: open, axial, and selective coding. MAXQDA
2022 software was used to manage the data. The findings revealed that environmental factors and
the university innovation ecosystem, educational and academic factors, entrepreneurial
competencies and skills, and students’ individual characteristics formed the causal conditions of
the model. In addition, experiential learning contexts, institutional policies and support, innovation
and technological infrastructure, communication networks, and social justice were identified as
contextual conditions, while structural-institutional and psychosocial barriers were considered
intervening conditions. Short-, medium-, and long-term strategies contributed to the sustainability
of entrepreneurial activities, the development of sports innovation, the formation of a university
sports entrepreneurship ecosystem, and the professional empowerment of students.
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